
PHILANTHROPIC OPPORTUNITIES

The Wildlife Conservation Board is providing matching funds to the UC Natural Reserve 
System for the construction of facilities. Through this program, UC San Diego is eligible for 
a 1:1 match up to $1 million now through July 2020. This match will be used to construct 
a much-needed new facility on the Kendall-Frost Marsh Reserve in Mission Bay focused on 
research and education.

Currently, there is a 55-year-old antiquated trailer in the reserve that no longer meets the 
research needs of the university and local students, and cannot safely accommodate groups of 
any size. Through the generous contributions of philanthropists like you, UC San Diego will 
build a new facility to house our research and public education programs so we can 
maximize their impact. The new building will feature:

• A large multipurpose room to serve as a workplace, classroom for  
local students, community room, or event space

• A module to house overnight researchers, including a work area,  
office space, and facilities to secure expensive equipment 

• Roll-up glass windows and a large deck, serving as an outdoor  
classroom, bird-watching overlook, a gathering spot during community  
events, and offering a pristine view of Mission Bay

• Food preparation and reception areas
• ADA compliance

With your philanthropic support to construct this new facility, Kendall-Frost Marsh Reserve  
will be a major catalyst to study, understand, educate, and engage the public about vital 
environmental services. San Diego faces many environmental risks, but solutions are within 
our grasp, from water quality improvement to climate adaptation to rising sea levels, and to 
student engagement in science, assuring leadership for our future. Understanding these 
solutions requires community engagement and support of the marsh, and having a safe and 
modern place to learn and conduct research. 

Thank you for joining us in this critical, high-impact effort.

To learn more about supporting the new field research and education building and the 
marsh, please contact:

Anne Harris
Senior Executive Director
University Development
(858) 246-1805 | aharris@ucsd.edu
biology.ucsd.edu

At the University of California San Diego, challenging convention is our most cherished tradition. Through 
the Campaign for UC San Diego — our university-wide comprehensive fundraising effort concluding in 
2022 — and together with our philanthropic partners, we will continue our nontraditional path toward 
revolutionary ideas, unexpected answers, lifesaving discoveries, and planet-changing impact.

Kendall-Frost Marsh Reserve

A N  E C O L O G I C A L  T R E A S U R E  I N  M I S S I O N  B A Y

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A

Chris Sickels
Senior Director of Development
Division of Biological Sciences
(858) 246-5705 | csickels@ucsd.edu
biology.ucsd.edu



Kendall-Frost is a striking oasis in the middle of the city. It provides many 

functions to our community extending far beyond the perimeter of the  

reserve, including insulating neighborhoods from the grave consequences of 

environmental degradation and strengthening the commercial resources that 

help San Diego thrive. Specifically, the Kendall-Frost Marsh Reserve:

Fights climate change 
Salt marshes capture and store a 
substantial quantity of carbon, a vital 
component in strategies to “bend the 
curve” of greenhouse gas concentration 
in the decades to come. 

Protects surrounding neighborhoods 
from coastal storms 
The threat of storms intensifies as the  
sea level rises. Salt marshes act like 
sponges that absorb excess water during 
high tides and storm surges. This is 
particularly important for the high-
density housing and public infrastructure 
that surrounds Kendall-Frost Marsh.

Cleans the water where we swim 
and boat 
Microbes in the Kendall-Frost Marsh 
transform the water that drains from 
surrounding neighborhoods and 
prevents the buildup of nitrogen from 
fertilizers, pet waste, and sewage spills. 

In California, the total value of natural 
nitrogen removal service by marshes is 
over $5 billion.

Serves as a nursery for commercial fish
Fish species like the Pacific halibut 
spend their juvenile years in the marsh, 
where they are protected from 
predators and the strong currents of 
the bay and open ocean.

Provides habitat for endangered birds
Many birds and other species of plant 
and animal are adapted to this unusual 
mix of fresh and salty water that comes 
and goes with the tides. Kendall-Frost 
Marsh provides habitat for endangered 
species such as the Ridgeway’s rail and 
Belding’s savannah sparrow. 

The Mission Bay Kendall-Frost Marsh Reserve is part of the 

UC Natural Reserve System, a network of 41 undeveloped and 

protected natural lands throughout California. Each reserve is a 

vital resource for the University of California to fulfill its mission 

to educate, research, and serve the public. They act as living 

laboratories for field researchers, unbounded classrooms for 

students, and provide the singular inspiration of nature for all.

Students and faculty at the Division of Biological Sciences and 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego have been 

studying the marsh in northeast Mission Bay since the 1940s. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Kendall and Frost families, the 

property became one of the founding reserves of the UC Natural 

System in 1965. This extraordinary gift preserves the last 40 

acres of salt marsh in Mission Bay, just 1% of the marsh originally 

covering the area, and provides a precious asset in our efforts to 

educate the public and to develop creative solutions to an array of 

environmental threats to our region. 

Your support is vital for maximizing Kendall-Frost Marsh’s 
impact on our community and the future of our vibrant region.


